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INTRODUCTION





“Pets are our link to paradise. They don't know evil or jealousy or 
discontent. To sit with a pet on a hillside on a glorious afternoon is 
to be back in Eden, where doing nothing was not boring — it was 
peace.”

–Milan Kundera





OUR TAIL WAGGING STORY



THE ONE WITH THE FORCE OF K9 STUDIO PHOTOGRAPHY



K9 TIMELINE
SEPTEMBER 2010 VANCOUVER, CANADA VENERABLE ORDER OF ST JOHN 

HOSPITAL OF JERUSALEM (2012)

1ST BRANCH OVERSEAS (MARCH 
2013) - CARACAS, VENEZUELA 1ST WPPI MEMBERS ONLY COMPETITION 

2013-2014 (80PTS) PET CATEGORY

DEBUT ON TV AND RADIO 
(2014-2015)

1ST EXHIBITION (APRIL 2013) 
CARACAS, VENEZUELA

HIGHLY COMMENDED 
(2105) SWPP UK

2ND BRANCH OVERSEAS (JUN 2016), 
ESSEX, UNITED KINGDOM

1ST TIME SPEAKER SWPP  2018 
PHOTOGRAPHY CONVENTION 

MEMBER OF HEART SPEAKS - 
PRO BONO VOLUNTEER (2013)

JOINED WPPI / PPA (2013)

JOINED SWPP UK (2015)



THE ESSENTIALS
(Biscuits & Toys)



EQUIPMENT



TOYS & SNACKS



And here goes that awkward moment when you all were 
thinking about the gear and techy stuff



Every animal needs some sort of motivation to get their 
attention during the photo session; otherwise you will be 
the one wandering off with the pooch and the whole deal 
will become disinterested at all.





When photographing pets it is important to determinate 
what things they will be attracted by and provide it to them 
through your session, to help you get their attention. 

Toys and Snacks are on the top of the list, then silly 
noises are to follow and last but not least a favorite 
member of the human kind or even the furry kind to seal 
the list.





The “secret” is to fool the animal into thinking that they are 
making the decisions, when it’s really you the one 
motivating them to do what you want, without actually 
telling them, so outright. In other words making them 
falling for your genius game of “throwing the ball without 
really throwing the ball”. Though there are some smart 
geniuses that will not fall for it.



NOW WHY DID THE DALMATIAN GO TO THE EYE DOCTOR?
HE KEPT SEEING SPOTS!



Equipment is Important, and yes it is true that there is a 
plenty of camera bodies, lenses, lighting and brands in 
the market to choose when selecting the equipment. 


We’re not here to tell you that you must use one brand or 
another, we are just here to share what has worked the 
best for us, several photographers have elected for the 
mirrorless because of their compact size but with the 
powerful attributes of a dslr, others have opted for the 
dslr cameras like us, and last but no less important 
others actually suggest that is not the camera that will 
make you a King/Queen if not the lens and the eye 
behind it.





Regarding the Artificial Lighting some Photographers 
suggest the avoidance of it when taking photographs to 
the beloved furry member of the household. The reason, 
is the fire of the light on the flash can make them nervous 
and ending up hiding from you, others like us suggest the 
use of softbox or octabox because you diffuse the harsh 
of the light that is produced by the equipment.





In the end you just try to work out things for the best for 
you, the owner and most important the animal subject.



SETS AND PROPS



Even working with animals whether domestic or wildlife is 
important to always tell a story, have a concept, create an 
scenery, recreate a daily life activity or simulate a film 
whether is a landscape, at the doggy park, on the beach, 
in the iconic cityscapes or their own backyards. It will 
make the result more catchy and interesting.



Be daring, don’t be afraid to try something out of your 
comfort zone, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE (morally 
speaking) and have fun, sometimes crazy ideas are the 
best when it comes to animals especially pets.





PREPARATION BEFORE THE SESSION



Shooting pets is unpredictable. It is important to stay 
open minded before and during your session, 
because you never know exactly when the 1 million 
bone frame is happening.



Grooming/bath/brush/nails clipped for the photo sessions. 
Several breeds of dogs and cats has a standard grooming 
(Ex: Afghans, Shitzus, Poodles, Spaniels, Golden 
Retrievers, Schnauzers, Yorkshire Terriers, Maltese, 
Lhasa Apso, Pekingese, Bichon Frise, Bouvier the 
Flandres, Bearded Collie, Rough Collie,  Briard, etc) 





Working with animals especially the domestic kind require 
a full tote bag of goodies as previously mentioned; you 
CAN’T FORGET treats for basic bribery and reward 
during the session, bring a few extra toys even if the 
owner brings their favourites sometimes yours are the 
ones to get their attention. And water for obvious reasons, 
a wash cloth just in case there is a need to wipe off their 
face or anything that may be necessary for a specific set 
up.



Get the owner to take their tail wagger for a walk and a 
run around before their session, we want to make sure we 
capture their dog’s energy and enthusiasm – but it’s much 
easier to do that if we can get them to play our game!





Potty Breaks are imperative before, during and after the 
session, so we usually have an schedule of breaks for the 
subjects. This one sounds obvious, but we like to avoid 
puddles and logs as much as possible.



If the portraiture session involves the human family 
members please advise them that we want them to look 
their absolute best, so they must fancy up themselves 
and let them know they must need to leave at home all 
the shy, anxious or any shame behaviour they feel they 
can have on any “situation”, recommend them to have a 
chat with their pooches, they are gurus on showing no 
shame in front of the camera =0D, sounds silly but it 
works, it will make them have a laugh on their behalf.



Before your session, know your subject(s) behaviours and 
always ask their owner(s) everything related to them, they 
know the best. 

Let your client know beforehand, to get themselves ready 
for surprises, they’re usually the ones getting exhausted at 
the end of their beloved pets photo session.



THE SESSION
(Playing Fetch)



Photographing a Pet takes on deeper meaning when 
you can capture their character in a photo. It’s a good 
idea to photograph them in their preferred spots, their 
favourite parks, or hiking place or enjoying a much-loved 
pastime such a snoozing on the porch or catching the 
ball.

To capture a pet’s character, you can ask the owner 
what is unique about their pet(s) and try to capture that 
uniqueness on camera.





Be patient for the creature to show itself. Animals are like 
little emotional sponges, and if you are stressed and 
anxious to get whatever you have planned previously, they 
will sense it and become stressed and anxious too. And 
stressed animal will give you a ‘run for your money’, though 
we have accepted the challenge in a few occasions , is not 
nice for the Pet and disrespectful for the owner or handler.



REMEMBER TO BE RESPECTFUL  AND SAFE ALL THE TIMES.



Don’t stop shooting waiting for the perfect moment happen, 
remember always to go to eye level of the animal and 
make eye contact to create trust with them, this often make 
stronger photographs.





Focus on capturing the essence of the animal, break the 
rules of composition, get the shot first and post process 
later, show sense of humour in your images, and you 
would likely engage the clients and the viewers





CREATING A THEME COLOUR GREATLY INCREASE 
THE IMPACT OF YOUR ANIMAL IMAGES.





Sometimes is nice to capture the details and texture of the 
animals





GET CLOSE





AND THEN CLOSER





Sometimes your best Zoom Lens is your feet



Be empathic and sensitive to your subject(s). Be ready, working with animals 
requires a quick capture, a fast shutter speed and those lovely fitness class you 
never go. 





DON’T PUT UP PHOTOGRAPHING BECAUSE YOU THINK YOU DON’T HAVE 
THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT, EVEN THE ENTRY LEVEL CAMERAS CAN 

CREATE POWERFUL IMAGES.





Some shots are all about timing. Set your camera on a burst or continuous 
mode to take a series of pictures in rapid succession to capture a scene in 
motion. Especially when a Dog and unpredictable intruder shows up, also for 
Dog sports such as Agility, Dock Diving, Flyball, Frisbee or even Dog Shows.





Show your images to others and see their reactions. They may love an image 
that you have overlooked, or not like it at all.





THERE IS NO FORMULA TO SHOOT THE PERFECT 
ANIMAL PHOTOGRAPH



LIVE DEMO AND POST PRODUCTION
(Barks and Purrs) + The After Pawrty



POST PRODUCTION



Lightroom and Photoshop are fundamental tools in our or any other 
photographer toolkit, they are also exceptionally overwhelming.



CHESHIRE THE CAT - WONDERLAND PHOTO SERIES



LIVE DEMO





THANK YOU FOR FETCHING WITH US TODAY



K9 Studio Photography @k9studiophotog

@k9studiophotography k9studiophotography


